Notes from Conference Call with Carol Holladay 11/05/2010
Carol Holladay is the lobbyist representing the Consortium for Governmental Relations in Student Affairs (the Consortium) in Washington, D.C.  Part of Carol's responsibility includes providing updates and summaries for the member organizations of the Consortium.

The election of 2010 has been filled with a variety of changes and surprises.  There were many races too close to call on election night and changes and undeclared winner races are still present even today.  Below is a synopsis of the current U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate as relayed to us by Carol Holladay.
U.S. House of Representatives Summary:

239-Republicans          186-Democrats
Currently 10 seats held by Democrats which are still 







undecided.  It is believed that 3-4 of these seats will 







be held by republicans.

The biggest seat changes in the House include the following states and how many seats changed from Democrat to Republican:

New York: 6

Ohio: 5

Pennsylvania: 5

Florida: 4

House Education and Labor Committee Update:

The chairmanship is most likely going to Representative John Kline from Minnesota with Representative George Miller from California being the ranking member from the minority.  Representative Howard P. "Buck" McKeon from California is most likely going to step down from the Education and Labor Committee to do his work on the Defense Committee in the House.  

It is surmised that the number of members on the committee will most likely be cut, especially on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee where currently 75 members sit.  Carol does not believe that the Education and Labor Committee will see many, if any cuts to the membership.

In other House of Representative news, Higher Education lost a big supporter with the retirement of Representative David Obey.  Also despite requests from a variety of democrats, Representative Nancy Pelosi of California intends to run for Minority Leader.

Update on the U.S. Senate:
53- Democrats

45- Republicans

2- Independents

6 of the new Senators are prior House of Representatives members.

5 of the new Senators are Tea Party candidates, which Carol appears to be classifying as "Right of Right"

In the states of Illinois, Arkansas, Missouri, Delaware, and Ohio, the Democratic senator lost to a Republican.  

This is the first time since 1929 or 1930 that the House changed parties and the Senate stayed the same.

Residents and institutions in the State of Alaska should expect a legal battle between Joe Miller and Lisa Murkowski depending on who wins.  At this time, it appears that Lisa Murkowski may successfully win the race on a write-in campaign, which will be the first time since 1954 when Senator Strom Thurmond from South Carolina did that.  

The membership of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee may change, but the leadership of the committee is not expected to.  

Senator Jim Demint from South Carolina is expected to call for a moratorium on ear marks in the Senate, however it is not expected to pass.

General news/information:

Not much legislation affecting higher education is expected to surface in the next two years.  Carol thinks that the since the Republicans are going to scrutinize the budget, we may see tightening of the belts as it relates to education, including for profit institutions.  Currently there is no budget for FY11.  Congress will either resolve this with a continuing resolution until October 2011, or pass an omnibus bill.  Further information on that when we have it.

The House of Representatives plans to cut or freeze any non-security and/or discretionary funding at 2008 levels.  Additionally, in the House, the Republicans extended the moratorium on ear marks for one more year.  

Finally, In the Governor's chair:

   29- Republicans

   17- Democrats

     4- Independents

There will be redistricting because of the Census this year, so watch your districts.

The Defense Reauthorization Act should come up again this term, as this is where the DREAM Act was folded into.  This should be voted on in the next two months.  

Other legislative items/priorities include:

Economy, Taxes, Jobs, Financial Services Overhaul, Energy/Climate, Healthcare and Labor, and Transportation and Infrastructure.

Apparently those who voted for the Democrats and President Obama (30 year olds and less than 30 did not vote en masse this time.

