This Week in Washington- March 20, 2007

House of Representatives

Reauthorization

The House of Representatives Subcommittee on Higher Education, Competitiveness and Lifelong Learning has begun a series of hearings for review of the Higher Education Reauthorization Act.  The goal for the Subcommittee Chairman Hinojosa and staff are to have a bill drafted by mid summer and to have it pass the House just after the August recess.  The Reauthorization bill has not been reauthorized since 1998 despite attempts over the past three years.  The House did pass a bill last year but the Senate failed to pass their bill so there was no ability to conference the two bills for a report that the President could sign.  There are still doubts about the ability to have passage of a bill because of the contentious issues in Title IV.

For the new Democratic Leadership and Reauthorization, the first hearing occurred late last week and focused on student access and affordability. The topics were not new for the Subcommittee nor were the testimony and comments.  The panelists were:  Mr. James Merisotis, President Institute for Higher Education Policy Washington, DC; Mr. David Breneman, Dean and Professor, Curry School of Education Charlottesville, VA; Mr. Ross Wiener, Vice President for Program and Policy Education Trust Washington, DC; Mr. Don Soifer, Executive Vice President Lexington Institute Arlington, VA.  The primary discussion centered on the need to increase efforts to assist low-income students afford college and that need-based aid is the best way to expand college access.  Wiener made a statement that federal and state governments have shifted the focus of aid from need based to merit based which caused Cong. Keller (R-FL) to responded rather strongly to that statement and iterated the increase in the Pell Grant over the past several years from $3300 in 2001 to the current $4310.

Their statements and the hearing transcript can be read at http://edworkforce.house.gov/hearings/hellc030807.shtml
The House Subcommittee is holding their second hearing today on different approaches to college preparation.  The panel for the hearing today will consist of:  Dr. Martha Cantu
Director of GEAR UP, University of Texas, Pan American Edinburg, Texas; Dr. Maria D. Martinez Director, Center for Academic Programs, University of Connecticut
Storrs-Mansfield, Connecticut; Mr. Dane Linn Director, Education Division National Governors Association Washington, DC; Mr. J.B. Schramm, Founder and CEO
College Summit, Washington, DC.

The House Subcommittee Chairman Hinojosa has asked for comments and suggestions to include in HEA revisions this year.  Please find a copy of the letter attached.

Senate 

The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee is moving on their version of Reauthorization more aggressively.  The Senate committee passed S. 1614 in the 109th Congress but failed to get it through the full Senate.  This bill, S. 1614, is what is being used as a template for their plans.  The main exception is the Title IV provision, which covers all student aid and loan provisions and notably the most complicated part of the bill.   This provision, which will cause more partisan battles, it being negotiated primarily through committee staff and through Sen. Kennedy’s staff.   While their goal is to have the bill passed in April, many in the higher education community have doubts due to the contentious nature of Title IV preliminary discussions for inclusion in the bill. These topics include:  how to pay for enhanced need-based aid by cutting into lender subsidies; the issue of encouraging colleges to shift into the government’s direct loan program; and the returning issue of college costs. 

Education Budget Process

As you know, the President submits a budget for the next fiscal year in February to Congress.  The House and the Senate have separate processes to determine their budgets for the appropriations committees to allocate.  The House and Senate have begun their separate hearing processes on the budget with the Department of Education defending the President’s budget.  Please keep in mind, as in the past, Congress typically does not fall “lock in step” with the President’s budget.

House Education Budget 

On Wednesday, March 14, U.S. Under Secretary of Education Sara Martinez Tucker testified before the House Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee to discuss the Department of Education’s fiscal year 2008 budget request. Tucker discussed making college affordable through student financial aid, greater investment in Pell grants, expanding Academic Competitiveness Grants, simplifying program structure, promoting program efficiency and ensuring higher education programs.  The challenge Tucker had from the members of the committee was justifying cutting funds from SEOG ($880 million) and Perkins Loan Programs to increase the Pell Grant.  Tucker argued that the majority of the funds to increase the Pell grant would come from cuts in subsidies for lenders in the guaranteed student loan programs.  The other cuts that garnered attention were the $17 million cuts for the Native Americans and Hawaiian Islanders.  Tucker noted that those programs would be able to be sustained and possibly expanded through other Department Programs.   TRIO and GEAR UP were spared this year from total elimination but put on “freeze” status, which brought arguments from Democrats that with inflation that is essentially a cut to those programs.

Tucker provided an overall response to the issue of increasing need based aid was that the Department’s view of increasing access to low income students was to improve academic preparation and expanding the No Child Left Behind Act and moving funds into the new Academic Competitiveness Grants and Pell Grants.  This comes just a few days before Secretary Spelling’s Higher Education Summit, which many of these issues will be addressed.  We will provide more information about the results of the Summit at its conclusion.

The most difficult conversations during the hearing centered around the Departments’ authority to make changes in federal regulations on governing accreditation and transfer of academic credit with Congressional input as well as concerns about the National Education Loan Network, the drug provision on the student aid form and simplifying the federal financial aid application.  
House budget would set up education reserve fund

House Budget Committee members started mark​ing up a resolution Wednesday that would recommend increasing President Bush’s $56 billion request for the Education Department by nearly $5 billion. The proposal would increase the Department’s current budget of $57.5 billion by $3.3 billion.

Rep. John Spratt, D-S.C., the committee chairman, said the budget recognizes education is a priority for Democrats. “We’d like to do more, quite frankly,” Spratt told re​porters, saying the spending increase is just a “first step” in a long process. He said it would be up to appropriators to decide whether to use the money for the No Child Left Behind Act, 44 programs Bush would eliminate, or for an expansion of the Pell Grant program.

However, even if Congress approves the budget, it would not guarantee the spending increase. The budget would comply with pay-as-you-go rules, re​quiring the House Education and Labor Committee to offset the increases with spending cuts or revenue raisers. 

“They could find it within their jurisdiction or another committee’s jurisdiction,” said Tom Kahn, Spratt’s staff director. He added that the pay-go rule requiring law​makers to offset spending increases is a “dramatic shift for Democrats,” which have traditionally been called big spenders.

Spratt said he was “optimistic and bullish about the prospects” for the budget because he negotiated its details with the various caucuses and committees.

Senate Education Budget

Meanwhile, the Senate debated a budget resolution, which cleared the committee last week with a 12-11 party line vote. S. Con. Res. 21 increases Bush’s request for ED by $6 billion in 2008, increasing 2007 funding by more than $4 billion.

Senate budget basics 
The proposed budget resolution that the Senate Bud​get Committee considered Thursday would:

• Increase President Bush’s $56 billion request for the Education Department by $6.1 billion in 2008.

• Increase ED’s 2007 budget by $4 billion, or 6.8 percent, adjusted for inflation.

• Cap overall discretionary spending budget authority at $948.8 billion in 2008.

• Increase Bush’s request for non-defense discretion​ary spending by $146 billion over the 2008-2012 period and by $151 billion over the Congressional Budget Of​fice baseline — a neutral estimate based on current laws.

• Reduce spending as a share of national income from each year, from 7.2 percent of GDP in 2008 to 6.3 percent 

SPELLINGS SUMMIT ON THE FUTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

On Thursday, March 22, U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings is convening a summit to chart a road map for higher education reform.  The summit is being held today in Washington, DC, and will host more than 300 higher education policy makers and business leaders from across the country to move forward on the 25 items identified by the Commission on the Future of Higher Education.  The Department of Education has already responded to some of the Commission recommendations, such as the April 1st launch of a new online tool, the FAFSA4caster http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/fafsa4caster.html to help families predict how much federal aid to expect before their children graduate from high school.  

Educators seek common ground to link NCLB and Career Ed
By Steve Berlin, Congress Daily
In the first five years of the No Child Left Be​hind Act, career and technical education contin​ued to evolve on a parallel track, always mindful of the law, but never crossing its path. But as NCLB moves toward reauthorization, it and CTE are evolving to occupy common ground as terms such as “relevance” and “competitiveness” are injected into the discussion.

Career education advocates maintain that their programs, funded under the Carl D. Per​kins Career and Technical Education Improve​ment Act, are not mutually exclusive of NCLB’s goals. Further, they say CTE enhances Presi​dent Bush’s competitiveness agenda focusing on the so-called STEM fields of science, technology, engineering and math.

The 1998 iteration of the then-Carl D. Per​kins Vocational and Technical Education Act did not target academics. When NCLB was drafted in 2001, CTE proponents were excluded from the process as the law focused on assessments and accountability in academic subjects. 

However, Congress has maintained CTE funding at about $1.3 billion since 2004 despite the Bush administration’s repeated attempts to eradicate Perkins funding even as it touted global economic competitiveness. It also reautho​rized and renamed the law.

The reauthorized CTE law is linked to NCLB in accountability, as students in these programs must meet the same academic standards as other students. And as in NCLB, student assessment data must be collected locally and delivered to state education departments.

Perkins’ reauthorization proved CTE has Congress’ overwhelming support; the House passed the new Perkins bill 399-1. Some have now concluded it needs to be a part of the NCLB reauthorization debate.

“We’re like the good child everybody likes but nobody ever pays much attention to,” said Kim​berly Green, executive director of the National Association of State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium.

The change in name from vocational education to CTE is part of the change. Career educators have been calling it CTE for years — partially because the demands of the careers for which they teach skills have changed, and partially to dispel the old image of vo-tech as being a place students went when they could not succeed in academics.

“Schools get a little hung up on academic cur​ricula,” said Charles H. Thornton, a principal in the international construction firm of Thorn​ton-Tomasetti Group. “A lot of kids prefer hands-on stuff. [The attitude among academics is] like if you’re not in an academic program and you don’t go to college, you’re nothing.”

Perhaps surprisingly, leaders of CTE pro​fessional groups said they generally approve of the premise of NCLB and its accountability demands. And although CTE proponents were not included in the NCLB development process in 2001, they say they are determined to have a voice in the reauthorized law’s outcome.

Back-story
In 2001, the education community did not welcome NCLB in principle or in fact. Educators typically referred to the law (and many still do) as “No Child Left Untested,” united in little more than their opposition.

Now the law’s standards are accepted, if not liked, but its effect on classroom standards has not reached CTE studies in terms of assess​ments. Although career education students must be assessed, much of what they learn is hands-on, so standardized tests as used in academics are not practical in many cases.

And while the new Perkins told states to use professional industry certification exams when available, many states had already started doing so. In Virginia, for example, auto shop students must pass tests issued by the National Insti​tute for Automotive Service Excellence for each section of auto mechanics studied, such as brakes and transmission repair.

“Actually, I don’t think NCLB has been good or bad,” said Association for Career and Technical Education Executive Director Jan Bray. “I agree with the intent of it that every student should be prepared to go on to the next step.”

Bray and others said NCLB prompted dis​cussion within the career education community about the future of CTE and the inclusion of leg​islators and other educators to help draw clear correlations between NCLB’s and Perkins’ goals.

Green said the confluence of the original NCLB authorization and the then-recent Perkins reauthorization had a “noticeable impact” within the teaching community. That is, it propelled dis​cussion on common sets of academic standards.

The education community generally no lon​ger greets NCLB with derision. The discussion, Hyslop said, now concentrates on improving the legislation rather than just on blocking “unsa​vory” elements, such as vouchers.

Most recently, as STEM advances as the key to the president’s American Competitive​ness Initiative, technology and computer science supporters have joined CTE in arguing for more relevance to go along with the greater rigor de​manded by politicians.

“A hundred and fifty years ago, over 90 percent of the people in this country lived on farms. Every child who grows up on a farm learns physics, by using the equipment on a farm,” said Rep. Vernon Ehlers, R-Mich., at a recent House science education hearing. Now, with those demographics shifted to the cities, he said, “It is essential to give them the experi​ence that used to come with ordinary life, but no longer does.”

The issue of relevance was critical to career educators’ fight to get Perkins reauthorized, and it is repeated during every budget cycle. Stake​holders insist students need to witness and apply what they learn in academic settings to practical applications. As a result, Perkins also calls for CTE students to demonstrate technical proficien​cy based on applicable industry standards.

Opportunities to create relevance by develop​ing linked career and academic subjects within STEM and NCLB are already occurring in indi​vidual programs nationwide. In Massachusetts, for example, academics are embedded in CTE studies, said David Ferreira, superintendent of Old Colony Regional Vocational High School in Rochester, Mass.

For instance, geometry is applied to building construction and computer-aided design to deter​mine what angles will be effective and practical in their work. In addition, if students do not pass all of their standardized academic exams, they will neither graduate nor receive their profes​sional certifications, Ferreira said.

Green noted CTE expanded beyond many single-skill subjects to encompass broader career clusters. Expertise needed for the 21st century job market, including analytical and critical thinking, is identical to that required in post-sec​ondary education.

The competitiveness agenda thus far has failed to emphasize all but math, which could leave professions in those other fields wanting for people.

Thornton said the construction industry will have about two million job openings by 2010 in everything from carpentry and plumbing to engi​neering and architecture.

“With the de-emphasis on vocational pro​grams in American public and private schools, there’s an ignorance among guidance counselors to what we’re all about — most guidance counsel​ors think an engineer drives a train,” Thornton said.

The greatest goal for CTE advocates is to have every student, college-bound and otherwise, take at least one career skills course before leav​ing high school; a college degree is no guarantee a graduate will work in their field of study.

 I know some very, very well-educated bar​tenders in this country,” Bray said. “How is this helping our country? How is this helping our economy?”


IN THE STATES

IOWA

BILL WOULD GIVE EMPLOYERS TAX BREAKS FOR PAYING STUDENT LOANS
Under a plan introduced Monday, March 12, by Iowa legislators to slow down the flow of in-state graduates to other states, employers would receive a tax break if they agree to pay employees’ student loans. Currently, Iowa college students graduate with the highest debt in the nation for public universities, with an average debt of $23,198 per student. "We're on the verge of a situation where we won't be able to fill our employment needs," said Rep. Jeff Kaufmann, R-Wilton. The proposal would set up a three-year repayment plan in which employers could repay student debt of up to $25,000 per new employee, with the employer able to claim a tax credit of 30 percent. The three-year plan would allow payment of up to 20 percent of the debt in the first year, up to 30 percent in the second year and up to 50 percent in the third year, so employees who stay on the job for three years could have all their debt paid off. 

 
TEXAS

THE SALLIE MAE FUND MAKES MAJOR FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO INCREASE COLLEGE ACCESS IN TEXAS
The Sallie Mae Fund will host a press conference on Friday, March 23, to announce an unprecedented partnership between The Fund and Texas local and state government, colleges and universities and community groups, for the purpose of building college awareness among middle and high school students. The March 23 press conference formally inaugurates this Texas initiative, which will include a prominent partnership with the Houston Independent School District (HISD), the largest school district in Texas and the seventh largest nationally. The financial commitment is among the largest ever for a Sallie Mae Fund single-state contribution.

PENNSYLVANIA
PA GOV. RENDELL CALLS FOR CULTURE CHANGE AT PHEAA
Pennsylvania’s Governor, Ed Rendell, said changes needed to be made to stop the excessive spending on conferences by PHEAA executives. "There has to be a whole culture change at PHEAA and there has to be, I think, some shaking out from top to bottom." According to Rendell, the Agency's leaders have forgotten its mission. "The mission is to maximize our dollars to make sure Pennsylvanians can afford to go to college. We've gotten away from that mission." The Governor says PHEAA needs shaking out from top to bottom and stopped short of calling for resignations of top leaders at PHEAA after disclosures of extravagant expenditures by PHEAA officials at posh resorts. “The attitude is absolutely stunning to me,” said Rendell. The Governor addressed news reports that officials of the State’s College Loan Agency spent $768, 0000 at eight retreats between 2000 and 2005. Those attending included legislators and former legislators serving on the Agency’s board, staff members and spouses. According to the Associated Press, the costs included golf outings, expensive dinners and spa treatments. At Nemacolin Woodlands in Fayette County, the dinners alone accounted for $47,000. “Saying we will not do it again just does not cover it,” Rendell said. 



NEW YORK

NY ATTORNEY GENERAL ANDREW CUOMO REVEALS DECEPTIVE PRACTICES IN THE COLLEGE LOAN INDUSTRY
New York Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo today revealed deceptive practices that he has uncovered in his nationwide investigation into the college loan industry. In a letter sent to every college and university in New York State, and to certain other schools across the country, Cuomo warned the institutions to end or fully disclose potential conflicts of interests in their relationships with private lenders. He also cautioned students and their families to protect themselves against these practices. Cuomo notified over 400 colleges and universities throughout the country, including all in New York State, to end relationships with lenders that have the potential to mislead students and compromise their ability to obtain the best rate for their student loans. In his letter, Cuomo revealed seven problematic practices in the student loan industry, which can be seen through the following link: http://www.hewi.net/news/news.asp?Type=Headline

APOLLO GROUP, INC. ANNOUNCES BOARD MEMBER RESIGNATION
Apollo Group, Inc. announced that Daniel D. Diethelm, 43, has resigned from the Company's Board of Directors. Mr. Diethelm was a member of the Board's Special Committee, which investigated and reported on the Company's stock option practices. "Dan Diethelm put in a lot of time and effort to help Apollo Group complete its duties with respect to the options investigation," said Brian Mueller, Apollo Group President. "Since the investigation by the Special Committee of the Board has concluded, Dan has determined that this would be an appropriate time to resign from his duties. We want to thank him for his service during a critical period of time for us."


MINNESOTA 
HAMLINE UNIVERSITY: AVERAGE SENIOR LEAVES WITH DEGREE AND $30K OF DEBT
Students who graduated in 2005 or 2006 from Minnesota’s Hamline University left with an average of over $ 31,000 in loan debt. Director of Financial Aid, Lynette Wahl, said, “To keep debt down, “borrow only what you need. Most people spend what they have, so if they will spend less, they will therefore have less to repay.” The type of loan can also make a huge difference. Subsidized loans’ interest does not accumulate while enrolled at least half time. Unsubsidized loans’ interest accrues while students are in college. Wahl said, “Know the terms of your loan”. She continued, “The new consolidated loan will have a fixed rate determined by a weighted average of the loans consolidated.

OREGON                                                                                                                                                NEW STATE FINANCIAL AID PLAN WOULD CLOSE AID GAPS
A proposal in the state legislature would reform the student financial aid by doubling state grant aid, covering financial aid gaps, and creating a sliding scale for state grant eligibility.  Under the proposal, called the Shared Responsibility Model, students would pay their share of $4,750 to attend community colleges or $7,500 to attend four-year colleges and the state would pay the rest after accounting for family contribution and federal aid.  The new financial model would double the average size of state grants, to $2,103 from the current $1,207, and would nearly double the number of recipients, 42,000 compared to 25,000 from last year.  Officials estimate that the plan would cost the state an additional $50 million in the 2007-2009 biennium.
[From: The Register Guard http://www.registerguard.com, 20 March 2007]

MICHIGAN                                                                                                                                     ALLIANCE WILL PUSH FOR MORE STATE FUNDS
Nine of the state’s 15 public universities have formed a coalition to take on Michigan’s Big 3: Michigan State University, Wayne State University, and the University of Michigan, as they make a bid for separate state funding.  The Big 3 get 57 percent of state funds, while the remaining 12 state colleges and universities share the remaining 43 percent.  The coalition, called The Education Alliance for Michigan, includes Oakland University, Central Michigan, Eastern Michigan, Ferris State, Grand Valley State, Lake Superior State, Michigan Tech, Saginaw Valley State, and Western Michigan universities.  They fear that the governor’s budget proposal will lead to a bigger share of state funding for the state’s large research universities at the expense of smaller appropriations for all other colleges.
[From: Detroit Free Press http://www.freep.com, 19 March 2007] 

MINNESOTA                                                                                                                                                    MORE STUDENTS TAKING ONLINE COURSES
More college students are taking online courses at colleges and universities in the Midwest than ever before.  The Midwest Higher Education Compact and the Sloan Consortium surveyed Midwestern colleges (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin) and found that 460,000 students took at least one online course in fall 2005, which is a one-year increase of 35 percent.  Among the report’s findings http://www.sloan-c.org/publications/survey/pdf/Making_the_grade_midwest.pdf (pdf) is that almost all large public colleges and universities (those that enroll more than 15,000 students) offer online courses, which is nearly double the rate for smaller public colleges and universities.
[From: Ascribe News http://www.ascribe.org, 21 March 2007]

Legislative Updates


DURBIN INTRODUCES LEGISLATION TO HELP COLLEGE STUDENTS MANAGE TEXTBOOK COSTS 
U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) introduced legislation designed to ensure that college textbooks and supplemental materials are more available and affordable for college students. This bill, known as the College Textbook Affordability Act, would help students manage costs by requiring publishers and colleges receiving federal assistance to print the price of textbooks and supplemental materials in the course schedule so students could take that into account when selecting classes. The College Textbook Affordability Act: requires publishers to include the price of textbooks and supplemental material when providing information to faculty as well as the history of revisions and whether the textbook and supplemental material are available in a potentially lower-priced alternative format; requires publishers who bundle course material to offer the textbooks and supplemental material in unbundled versions; requires colleges receiving federal assistance to include the ISBN and retail price of textbooks and supplemental materials in the course schedule; and requires schools, when asked, to provide bookstores with access to the course schedule, ISBN numbers of course material, and the maximum and current course enrollment numbers.

REED INTRODUCES BILLS TO EXPAND ACCESS TO COLLEGE AND INCREASE FEDERAL INVESTMENTS IN FINANCIAL AID
In an effort to help more students from working families afford the rising cost of a college education and simplify the process of applying for financial aid, U.S. Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) today introduced the Accessing College through Comprehensive Early Outreach and State Partnerships (ACCESS) Act and the Financial Aid Form Simplification and Access (FAFSA) Act. Both bills are cosponsored by Senators Susan M. Collins (R-ME), Ted Kennedy (D-MA), Patty Murray (D-WA), and Bernie Sanders (I-VT). More information on both bills can be accessed through the following link: http://reed.senate.gov/newsroom/details.cfm?id=270997

H.R. 1409: Fire Alarm Act
Rep. Vito Fossella, R-N.Y.

Introduced: March 8

Referred to: Education Committee

The bill would establish a pilot program within the Education Department to encour​age student dormitories and universities to install fire alarms.
H.R. 1407: Higher Education Affordability and Equity Act 
Rep. Philip English, R-Pa.

Introduced: March 8

Referred to: Ways and Means Committee

The bill would allow a taxpayer making less than $100,000 to deduct the full amount of their student loan interest, expand the tax-ex​empt treatment of scholarships to make them tax-free, increase annual allowable contribu​tions to Educational Savings Accounts from $2,000 to $5,000, expand the coverage of the Hope Scholarship Tax Credit to include the cost of books and equipment, and make cur​rent college savings tax benefits permanent.
H.R. 1394: Teacher Loan Forgiveness Expansion Act
Rep. Joe Wilson, R-S.C.

Introduced: March 7

Referred to: Education and Labor Committee

The bill would expand the teacher loan forgive​ness program authorized under the Higher Education Act to include speech pathologists. 
H.R. 1556: Student Loan Tax Relief 
Rep. Lee Terry, R-Neb.

Introduced: March 15

Referred to: Ways and Means Committee

The bill would end the marriage penalty on the deduction for interest on student loans.
H.R. 1522: Online Financial Aid Information Act
Rep. Ric Keller, R-Fla.

Introduced: March 14

Referred to: Education Committee

The bill would promote the availability and use of the federal student financial aid Web site of the Education Department.
H.R. 1467: 10,000 Trained by 2010 Act
Rep. David Wu, D-Ore.

Introduced: March 9

Referred to: Research and Science Education Subcommittee

The bill would authorize the National Science Foundation to award grants to institutions of higher education to develop and offer education and training programs. It would allocate $3.5 million for 2008 fis​cal year grants, and increase the amount by $100,000 each year through FY 2011.
S. 899: Maximum Pell Grant 
Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-Conn.

Introduced: March 15 

Referred to: Education Committee

The bill would amend section 401(b)(2) of the Higher Education Act regarding the Federal Pell Grant maximum amount. The maximum Pell grant is currently funded at $4,130. Under the Dodd bill, this amount would increase incrementally each year up to $11,600 for the 2011-12 academic year. Senator Dodd bill’s is cosponsored by Senators Mikulski, Murray, Sanders, Durbin, Akaka, Lieberman, Levin, and Cantwell. 

S. Res. 105: Campus Fire Safety Act
Sen. Joseph Biden, D-Del.

Introduced: March 14

Referred to: Judiciary Committee

The bill would designate September 2007 as the “Campus Fire Safety Month.”
S. 851: Higher Education Tax Credit Act
Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y.

Introduced: March 13

Referred to: Finance Committee

The bill would provide a higher educa​tion opportunity credit in place of existing education tax incentives.
H.R. 990: Pell Grant Equity Act
Rep. George Miller, D-Calif.

Introduced: Feb. 12

Referred to: Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee

The bill would increase Pell Grant scholar​ships by an average of $108 for approxi​mately 96,000 students beginning in the 2007-2008 school year. It would also make more low-income students eligible for the program by eliminating the “tuition sensitivity” provision, which restricts awards for students attending low-cost provisions.
The House passed the bill Feb. 27 by a voice vote.
S. 938 ACCESS ACT

Sen. Jack Reed, D-RI

Introduced:  March 20

Referred to:  Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee

The ACCESS Act would authorize $500 million in federal grant funding to spur states to provide more students with need-based financial aid. Senator Reed's FAFSA Act would make it easier for more students to qualify for financial assistance and simplify the application process. FAFSA is a form that must be filled out in order for students to get federal financial assistance such as grants, loans, and work-study jobs. Co-sponsored by Senators Susan M. Collins (R-ME), Ted Kennedy (D-MA), Patty Murray (D-WA), and Bernie Sanders (I-VT)
S. 939  FAFSA ACT

Sen. Jack Reed, D-RI

Introduced:  March 20

Referred to:  Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee

The bill calls for the creation of a short, paper Free Application for Federal Student Aid (EZ-FAFSA) for low-income students, as well as a tailored web-based application form to ensure that all students and their parents answer only the questions needed to determine financial aid eligibility in the state in which they reside. Students who do not have web access will be able to use a free tele-file system for filing by phone.
